
Table B-105.  Part-time graduate students in science, engineering, and health fields in public institutions,

by detailed field: 1992-1999

Field 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

...................................Total, all surveyed fields 115,116 118,076 117,948 117,547 113,706 109,630 108,927 109,061

..............Total, science and engineering fields 93,661 95,140 93,800 92,627 88,615 85,607 85,657 86,474

...............................................Sciences, total 65,343 66,702 66,153 66,123 63,821 62,028 62,166 63,491

...............................Physical sciences, total 3,467 3,539 3,378 3,510 3,354 3,270 3,270 3,215
.................................................Astronomy 26 27 18 38 18 9 31 21

..................................................Chemistry 1,973 2,017 1,887 2,035 2,037 2,056 2,018 1,850
......................................................Physics 1,196 1,202 1,209 1,194 1,114 1,015 947 986

...........................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 272 293 264 243 185 190 274 358

................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 3,741 3,818 3,925 3,912 3,820 3,569 3,364 3,165
...............................Atmospheric sciences 114 122 107 98 96 110 97 112

.............................................Geosciences 1,719 1,687 1,674 1,714 1,668 1,497 1,426 1,360
...........................................Oceanography 331 363 429 406 439 403 417 415

............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 1,577 1,646 1,715 1,694 1,617 1,559 1,424 1,278

................................Mathematical sciences 4,317 4,243 4,101 3,941 3,869 3,392 3,569 3,360

.....................................Computer sciences 9,662 9,621 9,240 9,284 9,266 9,490 9,945 11,086

...................................Agricultural sciences 2,357 2,445 2,642 2,729 2,639 2,726 2,828 2,797

.............................Biological sciences, total 7,535 7,581 7,788 7,891 7,797 7,477 7,422 7,458
....................................................Anatomy 60 40 88 70 57 46 43 37

..............................................Biochemistry 237 212 275 235 183 189 211 240
......................................................Biology 3,330 3,427 3,366 3,477 3,712 3,487 3,442 3,292

..............................Biometry/epidemiology 444 400 400 410 440 416 395 397
.................................................Biophysics 17 17 17 39 18 18 25 25

.......................................................Botany 368 347 391 445 366 340 323 302
................................................Cell biology 104 153 138 167 181 153 167 203

.....................................................Ecology 216 270 291 293 306 391 402 393
...........................Entomology/parasitology 177 208 197 200 207 166 167 174

....................................................Genetics 60 43 45 33 38 53 28 37
............Microbio., immunology, & virology 346 292 283 247 272 284 256 215

.....................................................Nutrition 1,075 1,001 1,083 1,078 959 943 956 988
..................................................Pathology 190 159 173 179 163 168 145 148

...........................................Pharmacology 106 112 122 124 89 79 101 107
.................................................Physiology 127 116 124 128 128 150 126 178

.....................................................Zoology 325 350 365 318 279 206 248 230
....................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 353 434 430 448 399 388 387 492

..................................................Psychology 10,119 10,078 9,882 9,661 8,823 8,904 8,859 8,620

...................................Social sciences, total 24,145 25,377 25,197 25,195 24,253 23,200 22,909 23,790
..............................Agricultural economics 417 452 353 361 333 325 325 328

................Anthropology (cultural & social) 1,528 1,594 1,510 1,561 1,503 1,526 1,578 1,591
................Economics (except agricultural) 2,249 2,191 2,167 2,088 1,876 1,650 1,551 1,552

................................................Geography 1,273 1,317 1,304 1,384 1,308 1,290 1,372 1,416
.................................................Linguistics 710 706 678 623 548 568 582 543

.........................................Political science 11,713 12,177 11,880 11,863 11,057 10,618 10,226 10,873
...................................................Sociology 2,197 2,349 2,359 2,411 2,388 2,299 2,230 2,286

.............................Sociology/anthropology 186 194 218 210 226 209 173 168
...............................Social sciences, n.e.c. 3,872 4,397 4,728 4,694 5,014 4,715 4,872 5,033

..........................................Engineering, total 28,318 28,438 27,647 26,504 24,794 23,579 23,491 22,983
...............................Aerospace engineering 594 556 620 556 536 468 494 528
..............................Agricultural engineering 168 183 182 178 213 193 169 167
...............................Biomedical engineering 221 252 294 259 294 276 253 251

.................................Chemical engineering 1,071 1,136 1,147 1,096 1,038 975 1,027 936
..........................................Civil engineering 5,168 5,177 5,229 5,135 4,906 4,413 4,089 3,975

..................................Electrical engineering 8,791 8,676 8,334 7,672 6,907 6,971 6,921 6,875
....................................Engineering science 739 714 677 662 645 566 526 520

......................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 4,326 4,655 4,615 4,486 4,172 3,752 3,812 3,729
..............................Mechanical engineering 4,360 4,188 4,092 3,854 3,568 3,348 3,432 3,318

........................Metallurgical/materials eng. 731 731 688 670 640 599 560 565
....................................Nuclear engineering 192 224 236 255 208 160 159 189

......................................Engineering, n.e.c. 1,957 1,946 1,533 1,681 1,667 1,858 2,049 1,930

...........................................Total, health fields 21,455 22,936 24,148 24,920 25,091 24,023 23,270 22,587
.................................................Clinical fields 386 385 418 427 548 445 443 408

.............................................Dental sciences 94 92 106 92 117 126 156 178
..........................................................Nursing 12,483 13,519 14,803 15,219 14,507 13,872 12,987 12,283

..............................Pharmaceutical sciences 435 460 415 365 396 252 259 360
........Preventive medicine/community health 2,611 3,034 3,170 3,165 3,101 2,901 3,080 3,029

.........................Speech pathology/audiology 1,998 1,942 1,982 2,254 2,524 2,579 2,359 2,377
.......................................Veterinary sciences 180 180 179 196 210 188 216 237

.........................................Other health fields 3,268 3,324 3,075 3,202 3,688 3,660 3,770 3,715

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science 
and Engineering


